
“Can I have two minutes?” Esther asked the college girls shopping at the mall between classes. Her warm smile and 
engaging personality were hard to turn down. She excitedly shared her testimony and the “Creation to Christ” story with 
them.

“I like your smile,” a Muslim shopkeeper timidly 
told Esther when she noticed him watching 
her. “Thank you. Jesus gave it to me,” was her 
confident reply.

“I used to be shy,” Esther told me. This seemed 
hard to believe after watching her talk with 
complete strangers and visit mall employees 
to whom she had given Bibles. She doesn’t 
go to the mall to shop. She goes to tell others, 
especially Muslims, about Jesus. God used a 
training that exhorts and teaches Christians 
to share with Muslims to give her a passion to 
engage them with the gospel.

Later that day, I stood with Esther outside a 
mosque. “These are my people,” she told me with her head covered and a smile on her face as she watched the masses 
stream past. Pray for God to raise up more “Esthers” whose hearts are burdened to share the gospel with Muslims.
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South Asia is home to more Muslims than North Africa and the Middle East combined. Of the more than 1.6 billion people 
that make up South Asia, nearly 500 million of them are Muslim. With increasing urbanization, more of the population is 
gravitating towards cities than ever before. While there has been some fruit among Muslims in rural areas, the cities have 
been difficult places for the gospel seeds to take root. 



5 HIJAZI SAUDI ARABS OF SAUDI 
ARABIA. Many young women 

in Saudi Arabia are well educated 
and highly motivated, pushing the 
boundaries imposed upon them 
by society. Pray for a reduction of 
restrictions that will make it easier for 
them to seek and find Jesus.

6 PEOPLES OF THE NORTHERN 
MOUNTAINS OF LAOS. The people 

in this area live in bondage to the 
strongholds of spirit and ancestor 
worship. Ask the Lord to break these 
strongholds.

7 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. The 
Mappila are an unreached Muslim 

people group of more than 7 million 
living in cities throughout India and the 
Middle East. Ask the Lord to call out 
and sustain workers who will take the 
gospel to them.

8 BUDAPEST, HUNGARY. IMB 
personnel and partners are 

forming a team to plant a church in 
a new area of the city. Pray that God 
will be glorified in each step of the 
planning.

9 CENTRAL ASIAN UNENGAGED 
PEOPLES. Pray for the millions of 

Pashtun people living in Afghanistan. 
Ask God to open their hearts to the 

gospel and radically change their lives 
for His glory.

10 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Many 
urban South Asian Muslims carry 

smartphones. For those fearful of open 
gospel conversations, memory cards 
can be given containing Scripture and 
resources for private viewing. Pray for 
these seeds of truth to spark a desire 
for the Lord.

11 DEAF PEOPLES. One Deaf church 
in Southeast Asia is made up 

almost half of college students, and 
they are often busy with events at their 
school. Pray that they will prioritize 
their relationships with God and one 
another.

12 CONAKRY, GUINEA. Benjamin 
and Erica are looking for ways 

to reach university students on college 
campuses. Ask God to lead them 
to someone who will help them to 
establish themselves on each campus.

13 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. In 
cities across South Asia, many 

believers interact with Muslims on a 
daily basis. Pray for believers as they 
are trained to share the gospel with 
their Muslim neighbors, and ask for 
boldness to speak the truth in love.

14 WESTERN HIGHLANDERS OF EAST 
ASIA. Sherry has deep roots in 

the Western Highlanders’ traditional 
belief system, but she has learned 
almost 40 Bible stories while practicing 
English. Pray that she will turn from 
darkness to light.

15 TIHAMA YEMENI ARABS OF 
YEMEN. The future is bleak for 

children in war-torn Yemen. Pray that 
they will resist those who encourage 
violence and come to Jesus.

16 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Workers 
in many South Asian cities 

distribute New Testaments. Pray that 

Fear not, for I am with you; be not 
dismayed, for I am your God; I will 
strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right 
hand. (Isaiah 40:10, ESV)

1 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Pray for 
efforts to train local churches to 

engage the 2 million members of one 
Muslim people group living on the 
outskirts of a South Asian city. Pray 
also for ongoing Scripture distribution 
among this group.

2 BATONGA OF ZAMBIA. Many 
BaTonga men and women live in 

bondage to alcohol and witchcraft. 
Pray that the gospel of Jesus Christ will 
set them free.

3 PEOPLE OF RICHLANDS, EAST 
ASIA. Some small churches have 

recently requested training in how to 
establish Sunday School programs. 
Pray that many children and their 
families will grow in their faith as a result 
of the programs.

4 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Ask the 
Lord to provide ministry partners 

with hearts for sharing the gospel 
with Muslims in suspicious and closed 
communities. Pray for barriers to be 
broken down and for the grace and 
mercy of Christ to transform lives.



those who receive the Word will read it 
and that it will be planted deep in their 
hearts. Pray that many will turn to the 
Lord.

17 KHMER OF CAMBODIA. 
Many rural villages in eastern 

Cambodia are without a church or 
an opportunity to hear the gospel. 
Ask God to “send out laborers into his 
harvest” (Luke 10:2, ESV).

18 ITALY. A family with three small 
children has just begun to serve 

in Rome. Pray over details like housing, 
language school, and childcare. Ask 
God to bless their new journey with 
Christ.

19 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. Praise 
God that He is calling people 

from Islam into a relationship with Christ 
in one large South Asian city! Pray 
for these new believers as they meet 
together for worship and Bible study.

20 TAJIKS OF TAJIKISTAN. Nida, a 
believing teacher at a large 

school in an urban area, recently 
received the title of “Regional Teacher 
of the Year.” Pray that Nida and others 
who hold positions of influence will 
boldly proclaim the Good News.

21 DEAF PEOPLES. Praise God for a 
new Deaf church plant in West 

Africa that is meeting weekly to learn 
Bible stories. Pray that the church plant 
will grow into an independent, self-
reproducing church.

22 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. One 
family living in a predominantly 

Muslim city has a goal to share the 
gospel in a different Muslim home 
each week. Pray that others will share 
this vision. Ask God to bring many 
families to salvation in South Asia.

23 NGONI OF TANZANIA. Pray 
that the two existing churches 

among the Ngoni will begin to take 

the gospel to the urban setting of the 
area of Songea and the village area 
of Mlilayoyo. Pray that the church 
members will go with boldness.

24 PEOPLE OF TAIWAN. Taking a 
stand for biblical truth is not 

popular in Taiwan, a country that 
prides itself on its acceptance of 
everyone. Pray that believers will 
remain true to God’s Word in an ever-
changing world.

25 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. In South 
Asian cities, Muslim-background 

believers often face persecution. Ask 
God to strengthen them, and pray that 
they will fearlessly proclaim the gospel 
in the midst of many trials.

26 NORTH AFRICANS OF BELGIUM. 
Rabiha lives with the pain of 

divorce in a culture that says that God 
must not love you if bad things happen 
to you. Ask God to show Rabiha how 
she can be transformed from bereft to 
beloved.

27 ISAAN OF THAILAND. Many 
Isaan people live under a 

heavy burden of financial debt. 
Pray that Isaan Christians will 
model contentment, wisdom, and 
discernment in their finances.

28 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Universities draw students from 

diverse backgrounds to South Asian 
cities. Praise God for a group of 
Muslim-background believers among 
students in one city. Pray that as they 
reach out to fellow students, many will 
be receptive.

29 RUSSIA. In small chapels and 
grand cathedrals throughout 

Russia, Russian Orthodox believers listen 
to the liturgy in a language they don’t 
understand. Pray that the gospel will 
be made clear to the millions who call 
this land Rodina (homeland).

30 CENTRAL ASIAN PEOPLES. Pray 
for marriages among Central 

Asian believers. Ask that husbands 
will love their wives as Christ loved the 
church and that wives will respect 
their husbands. Pray that patterns of 
emotional and physical abuse will be 
broken.

31 SOUTH ASIAN PEOPLES. 
Bangalore, Delhi, Dhaka, 

Karachi, Kolkata, Lahore, Mumbai—ask 
God to call Muslims to Himself in each 
of these South Asian megacities. Pray 
for the light of Christ to shine brightly 
from these cities, beckoning many 
across South Asia to come to faith in 
Him.
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Unashamed
Sweet tea and peanut butter sandwiches are out on the counter ready for a houseful of guests. On Thursday nights, Ralph 
and Lovie Adair’s South Asian home fills with kids as a team of locals and foreigners meet to go out to share the gospel 
in Pickett, a nearby area of town with a population of more than 200,000. While their parents are out, Lovie teaches the 
children the Bible and leads them in praying for the lost to hear about Jesus.

When God brought the Adairs together with 
team leaders Alexander and Lillian Traveston, 
they prayed about how to reach the Muslims 
in their city. Frustrated over spending so much 
time commuting around the city for ministry, 
the team sensed God leading them to focus all 
their efforts on one area of the city to see what 
He might do.

Persecution has come as the self-titled 
“Unashamed Team” boldly proclaims Christ 
week after week in Pickett, but God is at work, 
as people have accepted Christ and are 
being discipled.

There is a new Unashamed Team to continue 
the Pickett work as the Travestons and Adairs look toward another area that needs to hear the gospel. Pray with these men, 
women, and children, asking for God to call many who will be unashamed in their desire to know Christ and to make Him 
known.
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Learn more about
South Asian peoples at

imb.org/south-asia.


